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or adopted son, Salabut Khan, a child of five, who,
fortunately for himself, was taken to Colonel Wellesley's
tent, and from that moment his future was assured. With
a fine impulse of generosity begotten of his innate love and
understanding of children, and by that peculiar softness of
mood which always assailed him after a battle, he then and
there undertook to provide for the maintenance and
education of the child, a charge which he fulfilled faithfully
until the end of the boy's life.
The death of Dhoondiah freed the borders of Mysore and
adjacent countries from the menace of a dangerous and
organized bandit horde.
His task now being accomplished, Colonel "Wellesley drew
his forces south, and arrived at Seringapatam at the end of
November.
He was, however, soon to be on the move again, for events
had been brewing up in the outer world, which were to have
an effect upon his career. He was in fact about to quit the
sunny shores of happiness, and to sail into a place of contrary
winds and ruffled waters.
That outside event which for the moment impinged itself
upon his fortunes was the French invasion of Egypt, which
resulted in a force being despatched from India via the Red
Sea to co-operate with the British in Egypt.